n 
f 
n 
it 
1, 
)- 
is 
ly 
en 
ed 
ch 
or 
S 
at, 
ith 
re- 


“MEN AND WOMEN SHALL HAVE EQUAL RIGHTS THROUGHOUT THE 
UNITED STATES AND EVERY PLACE SUBJECT TO ITS JURISDICTION” 
Amendment to the United States Constitution now before Congress 


Urge U. 8. bm Of I. L. O. Proposals 


On The Eve Of » A New Congress 


“Milestone In History Of Anglo-American 
Feminism 
By INEZ HAYNES IRWIN 


December, 15, 1938 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
: Washington, D. C. 


Vol. 24, No. 24 | 3 Price Five Cents 


0 
2 
— 
— 
‘ 
<| 
f 
— ũ m —:⁊ ʃ — 
| 
— 
ig 


378 EQUAL RIGHTS 


December 15, 1938 


Rights 


the 

NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 

Capitol Hill Washington, D. C. 
Phone Atlantic 1210 

Published Semi-Monthly at 

144 B Street, N. E., Washington, D. C. 

and Printed at 

406 W. Redwood Street, Baltimore, Md. 
Entered as second-class matter at the post- 
office at Washin „ D., C., under the Act of 


arch 8, 1879. 
HELEN HUNT WEST Editor 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


ALMA LUTZ INEZ HAYNES IRWIN 
EDITH HOUGHTON HOOKER 


NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
NATIONAL OFFICERS 


Chairman, Mrs. Stephen P N. T. 
Third Vice-Chairman, Mrs. Amy G. Ransome, Calif. 
Treasurer, Miss Laura M. Berrien, Ga. 
Secretary, Mrs. Helen Robbins Bittermann, Ohio 


Nina E. Allender, D. C. Anita Pollitser, 8. O. 
Rebekah S. Greathouse, D. C. Margaret C. Willi Conn. 
r — Del. Clara Snell Wolfe, 
. Mesta, 
ee Paul, D. G. (Ex-officio as Chairman of World Woman's Party) 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
OBJECT 


equality with 
uman relationships—in particular to secure the adoption of the 
Tights Amendment to the donstitution, and the adherence of the — 
States to the Equal Rights Treaty. The Woman's Party also the 
proposed Equality Amendments to the Covenant of the League 
THE PROPOSED EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


„Art. 1—Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout the United 
States and every place subject to its jurisdiction. 


„Art. 2—Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation.’’ 


Introduced 
Senate—By Senator Townsend (Del.), and Senator Bur Neb.), 
Feb. 1937, (Senate No. 65). ) 


House—By Representative Ludlow, (Ind.), Jan. 5, 1937, (House 
Joint Reeclution No. 1). 


Present Status 


Senate—Before Judiciary Committee May 5, 1938, 

on motion of Senator William E. Borah; 2 to Senate 
Committee March 21, 1988; favorable 
report by sub-judiciary committee June 23, 1937. 


Before Judi Committee; favorable sub- 


THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 
a n the ratification of this 
Treaty men and women have Equal Rights throughout the 
territory subject to their respective j 2 


by Senate Judiciary 


By Cuba, Ecuador, Paraguay, and Uruguay, at Montevideo, De- 
cember, 1938. 


PROPOSED EQUALITY AMENDMENTS TO COVENANT 
OF LEAGUE OF NATIONS 


90 members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 
the Fight of vote shall not be denied or abridged on the ground of sex.”’ 

„The members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 
no distinction based on sex in their law and practice regard- 


powers, in all delegations to the Council and As- 
sembly of the League and to all Conferences under auspices of the 


Present Status 
Before the League of Nations Committee on Status of Women. 


Merry Christmas 


WIr a season of the year for brushing out the 
mental cobwebs and readjusting our thinking 
to the message of Christmas—“Peace on Earth, Good 
Will To Men”! What a difference it would make if 
the spirit embodied in that message could be translated 


into policy! 


Men and women universally respond to the greeting, 
“Merry Christmas,” the chiming of Christmas bells, 
the twinkle of lights on a gift-laden tree, the glow and 
warmth of a fire on the hearth. The fact that there 
is a response is evidence that there is a chord that can 


be touched; that there is at least latent in every indi- 


vidual a quality of greatness in varying degree. 

When the world is awry, the fault is not with the 
world, but the thinking of those whose habitation it is. 

Aside from the spiritual significance of the birth of 
Christ, His teachings have ever been sound precepts 
worthy to be followed. He had no prejudices. He 
respected tradition, but not to the extent of per- 
mitting it to do injustice. To Him it was more impor- 
tant to extricate the “ox from the pit” than to follow 
tradition. 

His law was a law for men and women alike, and 
when He said, “In My Father’s House there are many 
mansions,” those mansions were for men and women. 

The sins of the woman of Samaria He condemned, 
but He condemned the sins of both men and women. 
When others would have stoned her He said: “He who 
is without sin among you, let him cast the first stone.” 
For absolution He required of everyone alike—repent- 
ance. “Go and sin no more,” He said. 

Biblical history is replete with the tradition of the 
subjection of women—the abject slavery of a sex, but 
the Master, the commemoration of whose birth is cele- 
brated throughout the world this month, was an 
equalitarian in the finest sense of the term. His jus- 
tice was for women as well as for men; His standards 
for correct living were based on moral rectitude, not 
on sex; the precepts He laid down were for persons— 
not men and women separately. 


Is it not surprising 2,000 years later, in a world 


where Christianity is generally accepted, that tradition 
and prejudice are permitted to block the pathway of 
women; that justice is not equal for all, when the 
founder of Christianity made no distinction as to sex? 
The teachings and the ideal of the lowly Nazarene 
are as sound in principle and as correct for the world 
today as they were for the world 2,000 years ago. 
“Peace on Earth, Good Will To Men” brings the 
world up with a start, when one considers its sig- 
nificance and how far we have missed the mark. 
Christmas exists in the hearts of the people. It is 
as real as we care to make it. Women have more 
reason to celebrate Christmas than a reason asso- 
ciated only with religion. They feel the deepest 


‘gratitude to the Holy Babe of the Little Town of Beth- 


lehem, Who, crucified on the Cross, remembered to say 
of a woman, His mother, to His beloved disciple John, 
“Behold thy Mother“; and Who stood between the 
woman of Samaria and those men, equally guilty, who 
would have stoned her; Who expounded, His teachings 
to Mary and Martha, whose home He honored with His 
presence; Who, risen from the dead, appeared first to 
a woman, Mary Magdalene. Jesus of Nazareth made 
no distinction between men and women. 

And now with Christmas only a few days off and 
with the thoughts of the world turning to the holiday 
—or Holy Day—we wish you a “Merry Christmas, 
and with others the world over we breathe a prayer 
and wish: “Peace on Earth, Good Will To Men.’ 


Official Organ 
ʒf—2j—⅛ ü 
i „The members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 
: men and women shall have equal rights in all other fields.’’ 
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Urge United States Disapproval Of I. L. O. Proposals 


EEKING assurance 
that the United States 
Government would register 
this nation’s disapproval of 
a proposal from the Inter- 
national Labor Organization to restrict the right of 
working women to contract, two deputations from the 
National Woman’s Party called recently at the United 
States Department of Labor in Washington, D. C. 
The deputations made these visits in regard to a 
uestionnaire, which had been sent by the I. L. O. to 
e United States Government, as a member nation, 


and reads as follows: 


“Do you consider that the law or regulations relat- 
ing to contracts of employment required to be in writ- 
ing should not include any provisions restricting the 
right of indigenous women to conclude such contracts? 

“Or, alternatively, 

“Do you consider that the law or regulations should 
make special provision for the conditions under which 
indigenous women may conclude contracts of employ- 
ment required to be in writing? If so, do you consider 
that such conditions should include: 


“(a) That married women, except when a — of 
restriction would be to their disadvantage, should be 
anise gy to conclude contracts required to be in writ- 
only 

(J) For employment not involving departure from 
their usual place of residence, or 

(II) For employment involving e from 
their usual place of residence if they are to be employed 
in the same undertaking as their husbands, or in the 
same neighborhood, or as domestic servants; 


“(b) That single women should be permitted to con- 


clude contracts required to be in writing 

(J) Without any restrictions, or 

“(II) With restrictions? 

“In the latter case, what restrictions should be 
made?” | 

“There will be no reply,” said Isador Lubin, who 


on behalf of the Department of Labor received the 


first deputation, which included Mrs. Amy C. Ransome, 
of California, Woman’s Party Vice-Chairman, and 
Mrs. Cecil I. McReynolds, of Washington, who has 
attended several international Conferences. 


“The United States,” said Mr. Lubin, “has no direct 
interest in the matter, since it affects only indigenous 
women workers. These are women living in tropical or 
sub-tropical territories dependent on a member country 
of the I. L. O.“ To this the delegation replied that 
no one could tell whether the I. L. O. Conference next 
June would accept Mr. Lubin’s interpretation of the 
word “indigenous” and that all women who are 
natives of a country might conceivably come under it. 
The delegation also pointed out that Puerto Rico, the 
Virgin Islands and other United States possessions 
would come under Mr. Lubin’s own interpretation and 
are vitally concerned. Mr. Lubin replied that in June 
the United States could exert an indirect influence, 
without correspondence on the subject. 


Helena Hill Weed, of Connecticut; Marie Moore 
Forest, of Washington; Jeanne d’Estimauville, of 
Pennsylvania and Caroline Byrne, of Washington, 
comprised a second deputation to the Department of 
Labor. This deputation was received by W. E. 


WOMAN’S PARTY SENDS DEPUTATIONS 
TO LABOR DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIALS 


Chalmers, who expressed 
the opinion that the United 
States would make no reply 
to the questionnaire be- 
cause it did not affect 
American labor. 


Asked if he did not think the United States, because 
of its influence, should register opposition to the 
proposal contained in the questionnaire, he said that 
there have been in the United States delegations to 
Geneva, two schools of thought on the subject—one 
that the United States should take a stand on all 
I. L. O. proposals, and another that the United States 
should take a stand only on proposals affecting this 


country. 


Mrs. Weed then pointed out that women the world 
over are stirred by the present pro to restriet 
the right of women to contract for their own employ- 
ment, not only because of the proposals themselves, 
but their implications. The questionnaire, by its 
phraseology, she said, showed that the I. L. O. rec- 
ognizes no limit to its right to control labor. The ques- 
tionnaire, she said, asked for suggestions as to how 
far member nations desired to go in restricting women 
—implying that there was no limit to their authority 
and that they could control not only the indigenous, 
but all women workers. 


The questionnaire is part of the I. L. O. procedure 
for the making of treaties. It followed the first read- 
ing last June of a draft treaty restricting the right 
of married women to contract, The result of the query 
as to whether Governments would like to have restric- 
tions for unmarried workers and the proposal, already 
tentatively agreed to on the first reading, regarding 
married women, will come before the Labor Confer- 
ence again in June, 1939. If adopted at that time in 
the ferm of a treaty, it will be submitted to member 
nations for ratification. 

Last June when the question of restricting women 
workers in their right to contract was considered by 
the Annual Conference of the I. L. O., Madame 
Matilde Huici, acting for the Spanish Government, 
and Mr. Hallsworth, British Workers’ Delegate, pro- 
tested the proposal, as did likewise the following inter- 
national organizations: The Equal Rights Interna- 
tional, the International Abolitionist Federation, the 
International Alliance of Women for Suffrage and 
Equal Citizenship, the International Council of 
Women, the International Federation of Women 
Magistrates, Barristers and members of other branches 
of the Legal Profession, the Open Door International, 
St. Joan’s Social and Political Alliance, the Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom, and the 
World Woman’s Christian Temperance Union. 


Those who took slight comfort because of the fact 
that the I. L. O. Conference last June did not take 
action to bar single women from concluding contracts, 
are now concerned at the immediate move to include 
them, if member nations so desire. 


The members of the Woman's Party deputations to 
officials of the United States Labor Department ex- 
pressed the opinion that since the United States is a 
member of the I. L. O., and as such is called upon for 
approval or disapproval of its policies, a reply should 
be made, disapproving of the proposed treaty. Mem- 
bers of the deputations referred to the proposals as 
“out of step” with Americanism and unfair to women. 
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On The Eve Of A New Congress 


ON TUESDAY, January 8, 1939, the first session of 


the Seventy-Sixth Congress will convene, and 
there will be immediately re-introduced simultaneously 
in both the House and Senate the resolution providing 
for submission to the forty-eight states of the proposed 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
reading: “Men and women shall have equal rights 
throughout the United States and every place subject 
to its jurisdiction.” | 
Rapidly increasing sentiment among women of the 
nation, for making secure their — 
sition in the Democracy of the 


If Democracy is the form of government in which 
you believe, then help to strengthen our Democ- 
racy by asking your members of Congress to vote for 
the Equal Rights Amendment, which will complete 
Democracy for women, permitting them to share it to 
the extent men now enjoy it. 

Until the Constitution guarantees that the law will 
be equal for men and women, women will con- 
tinue to be victims of legislative acts, decrees of boards 
and commissions, arbitrary rulings and other discrim- 
inatory actions from which they 
have no appeal—despite the fact 


United States by establishing in the 
fundamental law of the land a guar- 
antee that the law shall be equal in 
its application to men and women, 
will make itself felt in the National 
Congress. 

The majority of members of Con- 
gress are still at home. Now is the 
time for effective work for the 
Equal Rights Amendment. Con- 
tact each member of Congress in 
your state and urge that he or she 
vote and work for favorable action 
on the Amendment this session. 


DEDICATION 


By ANNE C. ERRINGTON 


The aim is high, 

The task is great, 
The goal profound 
For which they work. 
Tho critics blame, 
Tho sophists scheme, 


that they are Citizens of a great 
Democracy. 

The opportunity is greatest and 
simplest for effective work back in 
the states now, before members of 
Congress come to Washington and 
become entangled in the meshes of 
official life and duties. 


Do not be so impractical as to 
believe that State law can guaran- 
tee you equal rights except tem 
rarily. Any law can be repealed 
at any time. The Press of the 
United States can testify 28 


The recurring effort in various Their dream stays firm the advantage of the Constitutio 
To make us jee. gg 
than men for the identical work; to Woman, Awake! is a fundamental right of every 


restrict women in their effort to 
make a living; to drive women “back 
to homes,“ when in reality many of 
them have no homes save those they 
provide for themselves, is but a 
repetition of what has happened in 
some other nations, where the 


Woman, Respond! 
Join in the march 
To Liberty! 
Written for the Natienal Woman’s 


Party by Mrs. Errington, a member of the 
New York City Branch 


citizen. The Constitution is the only 
place where it can be guaranteed 
with any degree of permanency. 
No matter what your political 
faith, your party is looking toward 
1940. So are women. As women, 
you can and should make your 


trends have long since ceased to 
3 but are accomplished 

American women, however apathetic at times, are 
good campaigners when aroused. How much does it 
take to arouse them? | 

If you desire for yourselves, your daughters and 
your granddaughters the right to work for a living 
if you and they need desire to do so, try now to se- 
cure pledges of support from your members of Con- 
gress, for the Equal Rights Amendment. 

If you work for a living and you think it only fair 
that you should have the right to marry, just as a 
man has the right to marry, without being penalized 
by loss of your job, do not let a day pass without letting 
each member of Congress from your state know that 
you desire his or her support for the Amendment. 


Success To 


Mrs. Thomas M. Edison, of West Orange, N. J., 
daughter-in-law of Thomas Edison, the noted inven- 
2 serving a clerkship in a pharmacy in Montclair, 
Mrs. Edison served a six months’ pharmacy intern- 
ship at Orange Memorial Hospital and is now comply- 
ing with a requirement of the New Jersey Board of 
Pharmacy in getting a half year’s practical experience 
in a pharmacy. She is a graduate of the New Jersey 
College of Pharmacy in Newark. 


— known and your influence 

The Equal Rights Amendment moved in the last 
session of Congress. By vote of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, it reached the floor of the Senate toward 
the close of the session. The Amendment Resolution can 
pass in the coming session, if women will make known 
to their members of Congress the fact that they want it. 

All women ask of Congress is that it submit to the 
forty-eight states the Amendment reading: “Men and 
women shall have equal rights throughout the United 
States and every place subject to its jurisdiction,” and 
let the people decide. It is a Democratic procedure. 

On the eve of the convening of a new Congress— 
make your state safe for Democ for Women! Send 
your Congressional delegation to Washington pledged 
to support the Equal Rights Amendment! 


Mrs. Edison 


If New Jersey had a no-night-work law for women 
only, such as some states have, she would not be per- 
mitted to fill a prescription during the prohibited 
hours, which would make it impossible for her to com- 
pete with men pharmacists not covered by the law. 
In Delaware she could not put up a prescription after 
10 P. M., which is no incentive for Mrs. Edison to 
move to Delaware. And this is not all. Should New 
Jersey decide to prohibit married women from holding 
paid jobs, Mrs. Edison couldn’t work at all. 3 
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Milestone In History Of Anglo-American Feminism 


THREE GUINEAS. By Virctnia Woo. 265 pages. $2.50. Harcourt, Brace and Company. 
Reviewed by INEZ HAYNES IRWIN 


It is not difficult to list the books which stand as 
mile-stones in the history of Anglo-American feminism 
Mary Wollstonecraft’s A Vindication of the Rights 
of Women; John Stuart Mill’s Subjection of Women; 
Ida Husted Harper’s The Life and Work of Susan B. 
Anthony; Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s Women and Eco- 
nomics; Elizabeth Robin’s Way Stations; Doris 
Stevens’ Jailed for Freedom; Ray Strachey’s The 
Cause; E. Sylvia Pankhurst’s The Suffragette Move- 
ment, It has fallen to but one person to produce two 
such mile-stone books. That person, as is fitting, is a 
woman. About ten years ago, Virginia Woolf wrote 
A Room of One’s Own. Now appears her Three 
Guineas. 

In the opinion of the present reviewer, the first of 
these masterpieces is the more brilliant and colorful, 
the more universal in appeal; the second, the more 
profound and ironic, the more special in appeal. 

In saying that Three Guineas not so universal an 
appeal as A Room of One’s Own, one seems to imply 
criticism. It is really only comment. And yet the whole 
impassioned ee is launched in behalf of what 
the author calls “the daughters of educated men’’; in 
other words, as Mrs. Woolf is writing about Great 
Britain, women of the upper classes. One can scarcely 


understand how women of the upper class in England 


should lack education. Indeed, the author has some- 
times, to the American reader, the curious effect of 
writing in the present tense of a past generation. And 
yet she seems to prove her contention. But as this is 
so little true of America, perhaps it lessens the appeal 
of this book to the American mind. One is ost 
inclined to make the reckless statement that most 
American women of the—let us not use the term 
“classes” !—middle and upper incomes will get as 
much education as they want. 

In the form of Three Guineas, Mrs. Woolf has 


chosen a curious bit of literary architecture. She de- 


velopes her theme in three long chapters. But at the 
end of the book, she a the notes which illustrate 

ts she makes or gives authorities 
for them. These notes must be almost as interesting 
to many readers as the body of the book and quite as 
interesting to some. The present reviewer admits.that 
she tore through them avidly. Her platform has always 
been “Give me the evidence! I can draw my own con- 
clusions.” The evidence which Mrs. Woolf cites is so 
original, so thrilling, so specific—above all, so incredi- 
ble and devastating—that I wish it might have been 
embodied in its proper place in those three chapters. 
But then again, facts and statistics might have blurred 
the blazing crystal of the style. 

For example: The illustrations of the book are pic- 
tures of specimen men in the regalia in which they 
delight—a general, a judge, an archbishop, et caetera. 
In the book itself, the author says: 


Your clothes in the first place make us gape with 
astonishment. How many, how splendid, how extremely 
ornate they are—the clothes worn by the educated man 
in his public capacity! Now you dress in violet; a 
jewelled crucifix swings on your breast; now your shoul- 
ders are covered with lace; now furred with ermine; 
now slung with many linked chains set with precious 
stones. Now you wear wigs on your heads; rows of 
graduated curls descend to your necks. Now your hats 
are boat-shaped, or cocked; now they mount in cones 


of black fur; now they are made of brass and scuttle- 
shaped; now plumes 


of red, now of blue hair sur- 


mount them. Sometimes gowns cover your legs; some- 
times gaiters. Tabards embroidered with lions and uni- 
corns swing from your shoulders; metal objects cut in 
star shapes or in circles glitter and twinkle upon your 
breasts. Ribbons of all colors—blue, purple, crimson— 

from shoulder to shoulder. After the comparative 
simplicity of your dress at home, the splendor of your 
public attire is dazzling. 


In the notes, apropos, of this paragraph, Mrs. Woolf 
Says: — 
The fact that both sexes have a very marked th 
dissimilar love of dress seems to have escaped the 
notice of the dominant sex owing largely it must be 
supposed to the hypnotic power of dominance. Thus 
the late Mr. Justice Mac ie, in summing up the 
case of Mrs. u, remarked: “Women cannot be 
expected to renounce an essential feature of femininity 
or to abandon one of nature’s solaces for a constant 
and insuperable 2 handicap. . Dress, after 
all, is one of the chief meth of women’s self- 
expression... . In matters of dress women often 
children to the end. The psychology of the matter 
must not be overlooked. But whilst the above 
matters in mind the law has rightly laid it down that 
the rule of prudence and proportion must be observed.” 
The Judge who thus dictated was wearing a scarlet 
robe, an ermine cape, and a vast wig of artificial curls. 
Whether he was enjoying “one of nature’s solaces for 
a constant and insuperable physical handicap,” whether 
again he was himself agp ha “the rule of prudence 
and proportion” must be doubtful. But “the psychology 
the — * be overlooked”; and 
e y of | own appearance ether wi 
that Admirals, Generals, Heralds Ie 
Peers, Beefeaters, etc. was completel invisible to him 
so that he was able to lecture the lady without any 
consciousness of ing her weakness, raises two ques- 
tions: how often must an act be performed before it 
becomes traditional, and therefore venerable; and what 
degree of social prestige causes blindness to the re- 
markable nature of one’s own clothes? Singularity of 


— when not with office, seldom escapes 
Ee. 
Nothing for the perfection of compressed irony could 


exceed Mrs. Woolf’s own words. But what a pity—or 
so it seems to me—that the statements of Justice 
MacCardie, in all their amazing fatuity and smugness, 
could not appear beside them. 

Then, too, in one place, Mrs. Woolf seems to betray — 
terror of a mere word. She says: 


What more fitting than to destroy an old word, a 
vicious and corrupt word that has done much harm in 
its day and is now obsolete? The word “feminist” is the 
word indicated. That word, according to the dictionary, 
means “one who * the rights of women.“ Since 
the only right, the right to earn a living, has been won, 
the word no manger has a meaning. And a word without 
a meaning is a dead word, a cołrupt word. Let us there- 
fore celebrate this occasion by cremating the corpse. 
Let us write that word in large black letters on a sheet 
of foolscap; then solemnly apply a match to the paper. 
Look, how it burns! What a light dances over the world! 
Now let us bray the ashes in a mortar with a goose- 
feather pen, declare in unison singing together that 
anyone who uses that word in future is a ring-the-bell- 
and-run-away man, a mischief maker, a groper among 
old bones, the proof of whose defilement is written in a 
smu of dirty water upon his face. The smoke has 
died down; the word is destroyed. Observe, Sir, what 
happened as the result of our celebration. The word 
“feminist” is destroyed; the air is cleared; and in that 
clearer air what do we see? Men and women working 
together for the same cause, The cloud has lifted from 

the past, too. 
I am, myself, inclined to believe that, so long as 
women exist, the word feminism, or a term that will 
(Continued on Page 384) 
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- Organizations Endorsing the Equal Rights Amendment to the United States Constitution 
Reading: “Men and women shall have equal rights throughout the United States 
and every place subject to its jurisdiction:” 


Among National Organizations With 
Branches in the Various States: 
American Alliance of Civil Service 


Women 


American Federation of Soroptimists’ 
Clubs 


American Medical Women’s Association 


American Women’s L of Certified 
Public Accountan 


Ladies of the Grand Army of the n. 
public 
National Association of Women Law- 


yers 
* Council of Women Chiroprac- 
rs 


National Federation of Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs 


National Federation of Colored Women 

National Women’s Democratic Club, Inc. 

National Woman’s Party 

3 Women’s National Associa- 
n 


Pilot International 


The Association of American Women 
Dentists . 


Women’s National Relief Corps 


State and Local Organizations: 


Abraham Lincoln Circle No. 3, of the 
Potomac, Ladies of the Army 
of the Republic 


Affiliated Teachers’ Association of Los 
Angeles, California 


Arizona Federation of Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Clubs 


Arizona Federation of Women’s Clubs 

Auxiliary No. 25, Sons of Union Vet- 
erans, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Bindery Women’s Union, Local No. 66, 


New York (Affiliated with Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Bookbinders.) 


Boise (Idaho) Business and Professional 
Women’s Club 


Brooklyn-Manhattan Transit Women’s 
League 


Business Women’s Legislative Council of 
California 


Business and Professional Women’s Club 
of Columbus, Ohio 

Baltimore 1 Branch American 
Homemakers’ Association 


California Federation of Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs 


California Federation of Legal Secre- 
taries 


Colorado Federation of Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs 


Delaware Federation of Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs 


Democratic Women’s Club of Baltimore 


De ent of Women’s Affairs, Des 
es, lowa, Chamber of Commerce 


‘of Columbia Federation of 
Women’s Clubs 


Equal Rights Association of New York 


2 — Council, Goucher College, 
Executive Board, Women’s Club, Colo- 
rado Springs, Colorado 
Farmer-Labor Party of Minnesota 
Federated Latin-American Clubs of Los 


es 
Fifteenth Ward Club of Bal- 
Federation of Republican Women of the 
urteenth Ward, Baltimore 


timore, Mary 
Fo 
Florida Federation of Business and Pro- 
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Lanham Study Club of Prince George’s 
County, Maryland 
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ness and Professional Women’s Clubs 

Los Angeles Teachers’ Club 
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Professional Women’s Clubs 
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A Feminist Thinks It Over 


By ALMA LUTZ 


W HAT DO women really think about themselves, 
about their ability and their place in the world? 
These are questions I asked myself after reading an 
article in the November Ladies Home Journal dealing 
with a poll on the double standard. The answers to 


some of the questions were encouraging and made me 


feel that perhaps, before another fifty years have gone 
by, women will regard themselves as free individuals. 
But answers to others filled me with grave doubts. 


Men without question regard themselves as free. 
Whether they should do this or that or think this or 
that is not all tangled up with human relationships. 
Human relationships color the lives of all of us, men 
and women, but women in general are controlled and 
dominated by their human relationships, while men 
regard them far more lightly and seldom let them 
interfere with what they really want to do. Men 
also take it for granted that they have a right to 
any job in the world and that they have the qualifica- 
tions to fill it. There are some women who feel the 
same. But the majority of women still doubt that they 
have the right and doubt that they have the quali- 
fications. This to me is not only very astounding but 
very alarming. * 

I am not advocating that women become like men or 
that they must necessarily do everything that men do 
in order to be free. I think women have much to teach 
men, just as men have much to teach women. But I 
do ask that women consider themselves adult human 
beings, free to make a choice and live their own lives, 
and that they have confidence in their ability. 


Over a hundred years ago, two women who had 
vision and confidence in the ability of their sex, Emma 
Willard and Mary Lyon, proved to a doubting world 
that women had minds and that it paid to educate 
them. Today we still have to prove to a doubting 
world of men and women that women have the ability 
to fill high governmental offices, high executive posts, 
and that they should be left unhampered to find their 
place in the world. 


The increasing number of women running for State 


Legislatures and Congress this fall and Anna Mosco- 


vitz Kross as candidate for Judge of the Supreme 
Court of New York show that some are cognizant of 
the role women can play in the affairs of the nation and 
are going to do their part. But they still are pioneers 
and they need the support of the great mass of women 
who are uncertain of themselves. 

Returning to the Ladies’ Home Journal poll, which 
started all these thoughts, we find that in answer to 
the question: Do you believe that women should hold 
any political office? 73% said yes and 27% no. 
Serving on juries was approved by 82%, and 64% 
regarded women as intelligent as men. But women 
were declared unfit for the Presidency by 81%. Only 
19%, and they were from the States on the West 
Coast, had confidence in women’s ability to tackle the 
Presidency. 

On the questions relating to a double moral stand- 
ard, the poll was most encouraging. A majority of 


86% voted that the immorality of a woman was no. 


more to be condemned than that of a man. Payment 
of alimony if a woman has no children and is able to 
support herself was vetoed by 83%. 

The word “obey” was ruled out of the marriage 


tradition. 


ceremony by 68%, and yet 90% believed that a wife 
with a job should give it up if her husband preferred 
to have her stay at home. “Prefer” is a mild word, 
it seems to me, on which to chart the course of a 


woman's life. 


The replies to questions relating to women’s work 


show that women in general have not thought that 


subject through and are still influenced largely by 
While 90% brought joy to my heart by 
that a woman deserves the same salary as 
a man for doing the same work, and 82% believed 
that am unemployed husband should keep house for a 
working wife, 71% thought that women should be 
discharged first when an organization must reduce its 
staff, and 92% preferred to have a man for their boss. 
answers show us woman’s evaluation of her- 
self. The light is breaking through, but let us have 
more light. 
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Milestone In History 
‘ (Continued from Page 381) 


take its place, will be necessary for discussion. Bodies 
of women who look after the interests of women will 


continue to come into being. Not women who are so 


rejudiced in favor of their own sex that they hate 
the human race, hate men, hate children. But women 
with normal devotions whose precious vocation it will 


be to acquire new freedoms for women and to guard 


them once they have been achieved —just as labour 
groups look after the interests of laboring people, 
actor-groups after the interests of actors, author- 
ups after the interests of authors and so on ad 
infinitum. And why is not the term, feminist, as good 
as any for this warrior and guardian type of women— 
unless you prefer womanist? 
no masculinists to look after the interests of men. 
But that is only because there is no need of such an 
organization. This is still a man-managed world. If 


25 


It is true that there are 


by some social cataclysm the world should suddenl7 


turn into a matriarchy, masculinist organizations 
‘would pop everywhere. 


But these are only pinpricks of criticism. The three 


3 — are written with Mrs. Woolf's characteristie, 
ly logic, as closely woven and—curiously—as col- 


dea 


orful as a Persian rug. They are infused with her 


feral irony—as instantaneous in deadly effect as a 


poison gas. They seethe with the blazing but dispas- 
sionately-phrased indignation with which always she 
approaches the situation of women. 


Mrs. Woolf decides to give a guinea each to three 


organizations. The first organization is devoted to 
increasing opportunities for the higher education of 


women; the second to increasing the professional 
opportunities of women; the third to preventing war. 


Send in $1 for each subscription you desire to give as a 
Christmas gift, together with the names of those to whom you 


time for Christmas. 
Make your contribution to the cause and at the same time 
make your gift a real ift—a woman’s gift to a woman! 
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War can be prevented, Mrs. Woolf proves, only by 


safe-guarding both culture and complete intellectual 
freedom. And culture can be safe-guarded and com- 
plete intellectual freedom established and maintained 
only when women enjoy the same opportunities for 


education that men enjoy and the same freedom to 


enter and practise the professions. Moreover, women, 
should, she decides, combine into a vast unorganized 
society of Outsiders. First, the Outsider must never, 
in any way, participate in war. Second, she must not 
war on the sex which delights in war, but must display 
so great an indifference to these war-activities that 
finally they die of non-attention. The Outsider must 


make four vows; the first to poverty—to earn enough 


money to live on and be independent of any other 
human being; the second, to chastity—to refuse to sell 
her brain for money; the third, to derision—to refuse 
all methods of advertising merit; the fourth, to free- 
dom from unreal loyalties—to rid herself of “pride of 
nationality in the first place, also of religious pride, 
college pride, school pride, family pride, sex pride and 
those unreal loyalties that spring from them.” 


A great book! It roars like a forest-fire through the 


far reaches of the mind. No quotation can do it jus- 
tice. Not a should have but a must have for the fem- 


inist library. Not only a must have for the feminist’s 
library but a must e for Everywoman’s library. 
And not only a must have for Everywoman’s library, 
but a must have for Everyman’s library. x 
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